
6th Grade Summer Reading List: 2019 - 2020 

 

The False Prince - Jennifer A. Nielsen 

Ages 10+ 

In a discontent kingdom, civil war is brewing. To unify the divided people, Conner, a nobleman of the court, devises a 

cunning plan to find an impersonator of the king's long-lost son and install him as a puppet prince. Four orphans are 

recruited to compete for the role, including a defiant boy named Sage. Sage knows that Conner's motives are more than 

questionable, yet his life balances on a sword's point—he must be chosen to play the prince or he will certainly be killed. 

But Sage's rivals have their own agendas as well. As Sage moves from a rundown orphanage to Conner's sumptuous 

palace, layer upon layer of treachery and deceit unfold, until finally, a truth is revealed that, in the end, may very well 

prove more dangerous than all of the lies taken together. 

 

Lost Boy – Tim Green 

Gr. 5-8  

When a truck hits his mother and leaves her fighting for her life, Ryder needs money to cover hospital costs. With the help 

of his elderly neighbor and a first responder friend, Ryder sets out to find his father, whom he believes is a professional 

baseball player. The well-drawn characters help carry this baseball story through some far-reaching plot turns. 

 

Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie – Jordan Sonnenblick 

Gr. 5-8  

Steven Alper is a typical eighth-grader--smarter than some, a better drummer than most, but with the usual girl problems 

and family trials. Then, on October 7, his five-year-old brother, Jeffrey, falls, has a nosebleed that doesn't stop, and is 

diagnosed with leukemia. All hell breaks loose. Mrs. Alper's days and nights revolve around getting Jeffrey to his 

chemotherapy treatments, and Mr. Alper retreats into a shell. Steven becomes the forgotten son, who throws himself into 

drumming, even as he quits doing his homework and tries to keep his friends from finding out about Jeffrey's illness. Most 

important for a middle-grade audience, Sonnenblick shows that even in the midst of tragedy, life goes on, love can flower, 

and the one thing you can always change is yourself. 

 

Among the Hidden - Margaret Peterson Haddix 

Age 8+ 

Luke has never been to school. He's never had a birthday party, or gone to a friend's house for an overnight. In fact, Luke 

has never had a friend. 

Luke is one of the shadow children, a third child forbidden by the Population Police. He's lived his entire life in hiding, 

and now, with a new housing development replacing the woods next to his family's farm, he is no longer even allowed to 

go outside. 

Then, one day Luke sees a girl's face in the window of a house where he knows two other children already live. Finally, 

he's met a shadow child like himself. Jen is willing to risk everything to come out of the shadows -- does Luke dare to 

become involved in her dangerous plan? Can he afford "not" to? 

 

Inside Out and Back Again - Thannha Lai 

Age 10+ (Written entirely in poetry form) 

For all the ten years of her life, Hà has only known Saigon: the thrills of its markets, the joy of its traditions, and the 

warmth of her friends close by. But now the Vietnam War has reached her home. Hà and her family are forced to flee as 

Saigon falls, and they board a ship headed toward hope. In America, Hà discovers the foreign world of Alabama: the 

coldness of its strangers, the dullness of its food . . . and the strength of her very own family.  

 

Hatchet - Gary Paulsen  

Age 11+ 
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Thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson, haunted by his secret knowledge of his mother’s infidelity, is traveling by 

single-engine plane to visit his father for the first time since the divorce. When the plane crashes, killing the 

pilot, the sole survivor is Brian. He is alone in the Canadian wilderness with nothing but his clothing, a tattered 

windbreaker, and the hatchet his mother had given him as a present. Will he survive on his own until he is 

rescued?  

The Wishing Spell: The Land of Stories Book 1  - Chris Colfer 

Age 8+ 

Alex and Conner Bailey's world is about to change, in this fast-paced adventure that uniquely combines our 

modern day world with the enchanting realm of classic fairy tales. 

The Land of Stories tells the tale of twins Alex and Conner. Through the mysterious powers of a cherished 

book of stories, they leave their world behind and find themselves in a foreign land full of wonder and magic 

where they come face-to-face with the fairy tale characters they grew up reading about. 

 

The Thing About Jellyfish — Ali Benjamin 

Age 10+ 

After her best friend dies in a drowning accident, Suzy is convinced that the true cause of the tragedy must 

have been a rare jellyfish sting; things don't just happen for no reason. Retreating into a silent world of 

imagination, she crafts a plan to prove her theory, even if it means traveling the globe, alone. Suzy's achingly 

heartfelt journey explores life, death, the astonishing wonder of the universe, and the potential for love and 

hope right next door. 

  

Fish in a Tree - Lynda Mullaly Hunt 

Age 10+ 

Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of smart people. Every time she lands in a new school, she is able to 

hide her inability to read by creating clever yet disruptive distractions.  She is afraid to ask for help; after all, 

how can you cure dumb? However, her newest teacher Mr. Daniels sees the bright, creative kid underneath 

the trouble maker. With his help, Ally learns not to be so hard on herself and that dyslexia is nothing to be 

ashamed of. As her confidence grows, Ally feels free to be herself and the world starts opening up with 

possibilities. She discovers that there’s a lot more to her—and to everyone—than a label, and that great 

minds don’t always think alike. 

 

Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key - Jack Gantos 

Age 11+ 

Joey Pigza can’t sit still. He can’t pay attention, he can’t follow the rules, and he can’t help it -- especially when 

his meds aren’t working. Joey’s had problems ever since he was born, problems just like his dad and grandma 

have. And whether he’s wreaking havoc on a class trip or swallowing his house key, Joey’s problems are 

getting worse. In fact, his behavior is so off the wall that his teachers are threatening to send him to the 

special-ed center downtown. What will happen? 
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